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phasis upon him as a critic and journalist, in
his poetic expressions of his spiritual darkness
in Tamerlane and Other Poems by a Bosto-
nian (1827); in Al Aaraaf, Tamerlane and
Minor Poems (1829); and in Poems (1831).
Once heard, this wild chant from Poe's inner-
most being is not soon forgotten. It is difficult
to doubt that it reflected the essential man.
Irritable, unwell, Poe pursued an erratic
career among the periodicals, antagonizing
his contemporaries by his macabre themes,
but persuading America, in defiance of the
sentimental standards of which "Dame Irv-
ing*' was still the arbiter, of the brilliance of
his genius. He was at various times connected
with the Southern Literary Messenger-, Bur-
ton's Gentleman's Magazine, Graham's Maga-
zine, the Evening Mirror, and the Broadway
Journal; in such pages appeared his prose
tales, which almost instantly won him a
European reputation. Yet apart from literary
conquests Poe lived a melancholy, feverish
life, drifting from magazine to magazine,
begging his friends to lift him out of debt,
hating and loving with neurotic intensity,
His excited emotional life included many love
affairs, among them his peculiar marriage in
1835 to his child cousin, Virginia Clemm. In
a graveyard he had dreamed as a boy of his
first love, Helen Stannard, and a year before
his death he thus described his cheerful pro-
posal to the poetess Sarah Helen 'Whitman: